
 
 

Anchored In Enrichment Dorris-Eaton Parents’ Association 
November 2017 

 DEPA News 
 

DEPA Social Events  

 

DEPA kicked off the year with one of the best 

Fall Fests in years. We brought the western 

theme to life with mechanical bull riding, square 

dancing and line dancing, a stagecoach bounce 

house, steer lassoing and a barbeque dinner—

plus the perennial favorite Jell-O eating contest. 

The event drew nearly 270 DEPA members and 

their families. Including teachers and staff, 

approximately 300 people attended. 

Special thanks to DEPA Second Vice President 

Anthony Kim (pictured above atop Ferdinand 

the Fierce) for conceiving the theme and 

executing the event. 

 

Other events planned for the year include a 

Parents Social, following up on last year’s 

popular Casino Night amid the classic cars at the 

Blackhawk Museum, and the Family Fun Event, 

which last spring was a Sunday afternoon of 

bowling. Stay tuned for more info. 

 

 

 

Cultural Enrichment for Students 
and DEPA Families 

One of DEPA’s core roles is to offer cultural 

enrichment opportunities for students and 

parents. These are special events that go beyond 

the school’s curriculum to expose students to 

some of the rich cultural resources of the Bay 

Area. 

Last year, DEPA brought to campus Vietnam 

War veterans, the San Francisco Opera, and a 
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trainer in leadership skills. The previous year 

included a presentation by the chief scientist of 

SETI@home, which allows volunteers to join the 

Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (SETI); 

and two members of the U.S. Olympic 

Synchronized Swimming Team. 

DEPA has expanded to offer enrichment 

programs for parents, open to DEPA members 

only. Parent enrichment debuted last year with 

expert advice on the safe and healthy use of 

social media. 

Among the events on the calendar so far this 

year: 

 Traveling Lantern Theater Company, a 

perennial favorite, this year performing “A 

Christmas Carol” and “Leonardo da Vinci.” 

 SoVoSo, a highly imaginative a cappella 

ensemble that sings a unique, rhythmic mix 

of jazz, gospel, world, and R&B music. 

 

Message from the Board 
By Steve Diekmann 

DEPA has been busy! Our energetic board and 

some generous volunteers have been working 

together to organize and run several fun and 

important events already this school year, 

including a well-attended Movie Night 

on September 8, two Used Uniform 

Sales, the Back-To-School Night receptions, the 

New Family Tea, and an amazing Fall Fest 

on September 29!  

Our Cultural Enrichment plans are also falling 

into place. The students have already enjoyed an 

author visit supported by DEPA and an assembly 

put on by the Lindsay Wildlife Museum. 

DEPA is an all-volunteer organization run by 

parents of Dorris-Eaton students. Simply stated, 

the mission of DEPA is to enrich the Dorris-

Eaton experience for students, parents, and 

teachers alike. Our activities fall into three main 

categories: 

 Cultural Enrichment – cultural events 

for students and informative events for 

parents 

 Community Building - social events for 

parents and families 

 School Spirit - including celebrations for 

students and teacher appreciation 

events 

The year is off to a great start and we look 

forward to many more activities and events to 

come. We have an active, engaged board and 

have been able to fill almost every committee 

chairperson slot as well! 

Regarding funding for DEPA, dues are our 

primary source of revenue. Dues have not 

increased from last year, remaining at $120 per 

student (San Ramon campus) and $75 per 

student (Alamo campus). Currently, dues have 

been paid for 74% of San Ramon students and 

57% of Alamo students. We will be finalizing our 

2017-2018 budget over the next several weeks, 

and the membership levels will determine how 

much we can do. For those who have not yet 

joined, please consider all that DEPA does for 

Dorris-Eaton students and families and do your 

part today: go to www.depa.org and then to the 

"Join Us" section! 

Steve Diekmann 
DEPA President 2017-2018 
 
 

Upcoming DEPA-Sponsored 
Events 
 
DECEMBER 
Dec. 6 – Traveling Lantern, “A Christmas Carol” 

http://www.depa.org/
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Dec. 13 – DEPA Holiday Teacher Luncheon, 
Alamo Campus 
Dec. 15 – DEPA General Meeting (8:30 a.m.) 
Dec. 19 – DEPA Holiday Teacher Luncheon, San 
Ramon Campus 
Dec. 22 – Winter Holiday Parties 
 
JANUARY 
Jan. 17 – Lindsay Wildlife Museum: Owls 
 
FEBRUARY 
Feb. 14 – Valentine's Day Parties 
Feb. 28 – Traveling Lantern, “Leonardo da 
Vinci” 
 
 

Alamo Preschool Update 

 

Thank you to the parents who have volunteered 
to read in the library and a big thank you to the 
Library Chair, Maggie Mehran, for her efforts on 
behalf of this wonderful program. 
 
The library program, which is partially funded 
by DEPA, offers Dorris-Eaton preschoolers a 
wide variety of books to browse in the library or 
bring home to read with their parents.  
 

DEPA-sponsored events so far this year have 
included a visit from Patrick Remer, a renowned 
local storyteller and a well-attended Halloween 
parade and open house. 
 
In January, DEPA-sponsored events at the 
preschool will include the Fur, Scales, and Tails 
animal show on January 10 for the 3-4-year-
olds, and NorCalBats on January 18 for the 4-5-
year-olds, providing education on the 
environmental benefits of bats and dispelling 
fears and myths. 
 
 

Grades 7 and 8 Debate Team 
By Tim Vogt 
 

 
 
Our Debate Team participated in its first 
tournament of the season on October 28 at 
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School in Moraga. 
This tournament, sponsored by the East Bay 
Debate League, brought together 168 students 
from eight schools for a day-long competition of 
four rounds of policy debate. The four topics for 
the tournament were: 
 

1. The US Antiquities Act does more harm 
than good. 

2. State-run lotteries do more good than 
harm. 

3. Law enforcement officers should be 
required to wear running body cameras 
while on duty. 
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4. Abolish zoos. 

 
Students debate in teams of three; Dorris-Eaton 
entered eight teams in the tournament. The 
League ranks the top four teams, and our school 
took two of the top rankings.  
 
The team of Mateen Bahai, Eddie Chen, and 
Anvith Nagarjuna were unbeaten all day and 
ended up taking 2nd place overall. The team of 
James Frye, Sahana Nellian, and Naina 
Sabbineni also went undefeated for the day and 
were ranked 3rd place for the tournament. 
 
The League also ranks the top 15 individual 
debaters, and our students made a fine showing. 
Natalie Zneimer took a trophy for 15th place, 
Anvith Nagarjuna was ranked 5th overall, and 
Laura Boifort took 2nd place. Mark Cheng took 1st 
place and was awarded the coveted “gavel 
trophy” given to the most outstanding speaker.  
 
Our debaters are now busy preparing for their 
next tournament in December 9 at Orinda 
Intermediary School.  
 
 

Student Council – Halloween O’ 
Grams and HOGs with a Heart 
Sales 
By Mark Cheng, Student Council Activities 
Committee 
 
The Dorris-Eaton Student Council would like to 
thank all K-8 parents for their participation in 
the annual Halloween O’ Grams (a.k.a. “HOGs”) 
sale. The annual Halloween and Valentine sales 
are Student Council’s main source of funding 
and allow us to sponsor the contests, dances, 
and other activities that are so important to our 
school community. Together we raised $515, 
which is a new record for the Student Council. 
 
Also, this year was the first year of “HOGs With 
A Heart,” a special fundraiser in which, for an 
additional dollar, parents and students could 

buy a Halloween O’ Gram with a heart sticker. 
This additional dollar was a donation to the Red 
Cross to help victims of the recent wildfires in 
Northern California. Together nearly 300 
“HOGs With A Heart” were sold, and the 
Student Council was able to donate $290 to the 
Red Cross. On behalf of Student Council, we 
thank you for your participation and support for 
us and the Red Cross. 
 
 

Student Council Starry Night 
Dance 
By Sahana Nellian, Student Council Co-
President 
 

 
 
On Friday October 20, the Dorris-Eaton Student 
Council hosted a “Starry Night Dance.” From the 
beautiful moon disco ball to the whimsical stars 
that danced gracefully in the slight breeze of the 
autumn night, it was a complete success. 
 
With more than 20 students helping to set up, 
the middle schoolers were able to handcraft 
startlingly impressive golden stars with nothing 
more than construction paper, scissors, and a 
stapler. The photo booth was also popular. Kids 
walked in and out of the dance room and 
stopped to take a Polaroid while posing with 
their friends and using various props and masks.  
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In addition, the Sour Patch, Skittles, and other 
food items and drinks were relished. The Starry 
Night Dance was able to relieve the students of 
their academic duties and allow them to enjoy 
themselves. As a student myself, I think I speak 
for everyone when I say that we all cannot wait 
for the next dance on Friday, December 15.  
 
 

Student Council Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest 
By Sahana Nellian, Student Council Co-
President 
 

 
 
October is one of those months where you can 
watch the leaves as they change color, remember 
great things, and create lasting memories. A 
favorite is getting a whole lot of Halloween 
candy. For the Dorris-Eaton community, 
October is also known as the month when the 
Pumpkin Decorating Contest is held. 
 
The 2017 Student Council Pumpkin Decorating 
Contest was nothing short of triumph. There was 
a great turnout, not to mention that the 
pumpkins themselves were amazing and full of 
unexpectedly beautiful and unique details. From 
small pumpkins painted as donuts, to another 
masquerading as a box of popcorn, Student 
Council had an extremely hard time choosing 
the winners. 
 

Here is a complete list of the class winners:  
KA-Aurav Agarwal, KB-Kishan Merani, 1A-Ella 
Rose Foxwell-Gayre, 1B-Stella Iversen, 2A-
Ashby Kee, 2B-Vivaan Dunna, 3A-Safina Kajani 
and Shree Sabbineni, 4A-Adrianna McChesney, 
4B-Rayan Patel, 5A-Colleen Deignan, and 5B-
Gabriela Ley-Languren. 
 
The grand prize winner for kindergarten through 
second grade was Anthony Lee, and Sophia 
Wright won the grand prize for third through 
fifth grade. Finally, the middle school grand 
prize winner was Isabelle Jiang.  
 
Congratulations to all those who were chosen as 
winners and also to all those who participated. 
Each and every pumpkin was truly distinctive 
and delightfully noteworthy. 
 
 

Volleyball 2017 at Dorris-Eaton 
By Jim Hamra 
  
The 2017 Dorris-Eaton Girls’ Volleyball Team 
was a highly competitive, fun-loving, and hard-
working squad. The girls’ season record was six 
wins and one loss. It would be quite easy to talk 
about how well the team played and how 
impressive their wins were, especially since the 
girls played teams with three times the number 
of players on our roster. This, however, is not 
what all of us will remember from the season. 
The true meaning of team will be our 
recollection: experienced players taking novice 
volleyballers under their wings and teaching 
them the fundamentals of the game. Together 
the team worked to develop a healthy 
competitive attitude, to respect their opponents, 
and to have fun in the process. These young 
women gave our school a team to be proud of. 
Nice work, ladies. 


