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We have many more activities and events 
planned for the remainder of the school year.   

Funding for DEPA comes primarily from 
member dues. Dues have not increased from 
the past few years, remaining at $120 per 
student (San Ramon campus) and $75 per 
student (Alamo campus). Currently, dues have 
been paid for 77% of San Ramon students and 
69% of Alamo students. We will be finalizing 
our 2019-2020 budget over the next several 
weeks, and these membership levels will 
determine how much we can do to support the 
students, teachers, and parents of Dorris-Eaton 
over the course of the year. For those who have 
not yet joined, please consider all that DEPA 
does, and do your part today. Go to 
www.depa.org and then to the "Join Us" 
section. 
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ANCHORED IN ENRICHMENT

Message from the Board  
DEPA has had a busy and productive first half of 
the 2019-2020 school year! Our energetic board 
and generous volunteers have collaborated to 
organize numerous fun and/or informative events 
already this school year.  These have included:  a 
well-attended Movie Night, two Used Uniform 
Sales, Back-To-School Night receptions, the New 
Family Reception, Halloween and Holiday parties, 
an amazing Mardi Gras-themed Fall Fest, first 
quarter Student Treats, and the DEPA-sponsored 
Teacher Luncheons in November and December!  

To date, the students have enjoyed several general 
and grade-specific cultural assemblies.  There 
have also been two parent enrichment events so 
far, with more to come in the spring.  

DEPA is an all-volunteer organization run by 
dedicated parents of Dorris-Eaton students. The 
mission of DEPA is to enrich the Dorris-Eaton 
experience for students, parents, and teachers 
alike. Our activities fall into 3 main areas:   
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CULTURAL 
ENRICHMENT 

Cultural events for 
students and 
informative 

events for parents. 

COMMUNITY 
BUILDING 

Social events for 
parents and 

families. 

SCHOOL SPIRIT 

Student celebrations 
and teacher 

appreciation events.
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SAN RAMON CAMPUS NEWS 

MOVIE NIGHT  
by Anthony Kim, Committee Chairperson for Movie Night 
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140 students and family members attended the 
DEPA-sponsored Movie Night on September 6, 
2019.  The featured movie was “Hotel 
Transylvania 3,” a story of a monster family 
and friends going on an adventure on a 
“Monster Cruise.”  There were lots of laughs, 
giggles, and chants heard throughout the 
crowd.  The event was made more enjoyable 
by a steady supply of freshly popped popcorn! 

DEPA sponsors an annual Movie Night, along 
with other social events, to promote a sense of 
community and school spirit.  Through events 
like this, families have the opportunity to 
develop bonds with other families in the 
s t u d e n t ’ s g r a d e a s w e l l a s s c h o o l 
administration. 

Thank you to those who attended and made 
this another successful DEPA event! 

FALL FEST 
by Anthony Kim, Committee Chairperson for Fall Fest  

Over 250 students and family members 
attended the DEPA-sponsored annual Fall Fest 
on September 
27.  The theme 
this year was 
“Mardi Gras,” 
and the event 
f e a t u r e d 
purple, green, 
a n d g o l d 
d e c o r a t i o n s , 
m a s q u e r a d e 
masks, a giant 
b u n g e e 
t r a m p o l i n e , 
i n f l a t a b l e 
slides, and a 
bouncy house. 
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Guests were treated to Louisiana Cajun food 
catered from Clementine’s in San Ramon, 
complimented by southern sweet tea to wash 
it all down.  

Of course, DEPA Fall Fest would not be 
complete without the Jell-O Eating Contest.  
Students from each grade tried to best each 
other by seeing who could gobble up a plateful 
of Jell-O first.  A few enthusiastic parents and 
teachers jumped in as well.  Show that school 
spirit!  

There was also a little friendly competition as 
students tested their ability to work as a team 
while “Walking the Plank” on the turf. Their 
classmates cheered them on.  

Thank you to all who attended and made this 
event yet another success! 

DORRIS-EATON PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                          JANUARY 2020                     

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT UPDATE 
by Jenny Jacq, DEPA Vice-President, Cultural Enrichment 

DEPA strives to sponsor a variety of assemblies 
throughout the year to enhance and 
compliment the learning that occurs in the 
classrooms.  The first half of the school year 
brought visits from the San Ramon fire and 
police departments, WildMind Science 
Learning, and Junior Manners.   

In October, fire safety month, the kindergarten 
students enjoyed what is becoming an annual 
visit from the fire department.   

This was followed by an assembly about animal 
predators and their prey during which students 
were visited by a Kestral, African Serval Cat, 
barn owl, and African Porcupine.  

In November, students in grades 3-8 enjoyed a 
visit from the police department during which 
officers talked about using forensic evidence, 

©Copyright 2020 Dorris-Eaton Parents’ Association.  All Rights Reserved.                                                   Contact Melissa Toh melissa@depa.org for inquiries

mailto:melissa@depa.org


 4

including fingerprinting, odontology, and DNA 
to solve cases. 

Just before the holiday season, a mock meal 
was set up for students to engage them in a 
lesson on dining etiquette. The Junior Manners 
assembly not only included the basics such as 
no elbows on the table, no chewing with 
mouths open, and no speaking with mouths 
full, but it also touched on other aspects such 
as gent lemen escort ing the i r female 
companions, proper use of napkins and 
utensils, and engaging in conversation during 
the meal. Hopefully, students remembered to 
practice some of these points during get 
togethers and meals over the holidays.  These 
manners will continue to be emphasized 
through the remainder of the school year 
during lunch time where students will have a 
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chance to practice what they have learned with 
each other and faculty.   

In October, DEPA also welcomed Teen Esteem 
for a parent evening focused on “Earning the 
Right to be Heard”  and hosted a “Financial 
Preparation for College” workshop in 
November.  We are excited for the upcoming 
parent education night scheduled in February,   
a parent-child assembly called “Let’s Talk.”  
Thank you to all of you who have joined DEPA 
as we would not be able to sponsor these 
events without your financial support. 

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT 
by Chelsea Zhou and Jacob Zweiback, Student Council Co-
Presidents 

The first half of the year has been packed.  The 
year began with Halloween, which brought the 
pumpkin decorating contest, Halloween-O-
Grams (HOG), and the first junior high dance.  
We were delighted to see all of the creativity 
and effort that went into the pumpkin 
decorating this year.  Any record ever set on 
HOG sales was completely broken this year, as 
we sold 800 total HOGS, more than any other 
annual sales total.  Our first dance was 
incredible with over 70 students attending.  
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There were balloons and glow-in-the-dark tape 
that made the intergalactic theme come to life.  
Our next big event was the Thanksgiving food 
drive.  With over 90 total bags of food collected 
and over $1,400 raised, we were able to 
provide so many families a Thanksgiving dinner.  
In December, we began the month with our 
second dance.  This was even better than our 
first one.  Over 80 students attended.  Even 
though it was raining, everyone was partying on 
the magical dance floor. Families have been 
donating toys and students have been writing 
cards to give to Benioff Children’s Hospital.  We 
cannot express how thankful we are for 
everyone donating to the children.  The coloring 
contest entr ies were hung up in the 
Multipurpose Room, and we were happy to say 
it added a lot of holiday cheer to the room.  
Coming up, we will have the annual Soup-er 
Bowl Food Drive.  Thanks to parents, faculty, 
and the student body for making student 
council  successful so far this year.  
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PRESCHOOLAUPDATE  
by Jenny Krause, DEPA Alamo Representative 

The preschoolers have enjoyed a fall season full 
of learning and fun!  A few highlights: 

A HUGE thank you to the DEPA volunteers 
that made all of this possible! Heather 
Bennett and Clarine Hardesty organized and 
decorated for the fall teacher luncheon; 
Isabella Salvemini provided delicious treats 
for the students to enjoy; Caty Welch planned  
the Happy Bright Kids puppet assembly; 
Kristy Crowell and Jen Guglielmi spent time 
weekly organizing and decorating the library 
as well as finding volunteers to read to the 
children.  

69% of our preschool families are DEPA 
members – thank you!  

If you have not yet had a chance to join, 
please go to www.depa.org and then to the 
"Join Us" section. 
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‣ Weekly visits to the library to hear stories 
read by parent volunteers  

‣ DEPA-sponsored assembly by Happy Bright 
Kids 

‣ Daily song practice in preparation for the  
December Holiday Show 

‣ Student treats provided by DEPA

2019-2020 Student Council:  
Chelsea Zhou and Andrew Zweiback (Co-
Presidents), Joshua Yang (Treasurer), 
Jonathan Lu (Secretary), Annabelle Chung, 
Anne Medina and Sophie Mo (Activities 
Committee), and Henry Tai, Alexander Wu 
and Lance Zneimer (Community Service 
Committee).

ALAMO CAMPUS NEWS
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2019-2020 DEPA Board 
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President Jennifer Calico

1st. Co-VP- Membership Davina Kwon

1st. Co-VP- Room Parent 
Coordinator

Christine Beinke

2nd. VP- Enrichment Jenny Jacq

3rd. VP- Technology Thao Tran

Treasurer Catherine Schweiger

Secretary Melissa Toh

Parliamentarian Susan Moser

Alamo Representative Jenny Krause

Past President Steve Diekmann 
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